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Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust Organisation Background

Established in 2006 and formally registered with the Charity Commission in April 2007,
Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust stands as a beacon of charitable commitment in
the London borough of Barking & Dagenham. Originating as an Unincorporated
Association, the Trust transitioned into a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)
on February 21, 2018, under registration number 1177268, marking a significant
milestone in its dedication to serving the community.

The Trust's journey is marked not only by its commitment to charitable causes but
also by its structural evolution. Having initially operated as an Unincorporated
Association until February 2018, it has since functioned seamlessly as a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation. The organization now boasts ownership of a freehold
building situated at 170 Gascoigne Road, Barking, Essex, a testament to its growth and
stability. Registered within the Land Registry Title No: NGL144148 and recognized by
the General Registrar Office as a place of religious worship within the Borough of
Barking and Dagenham. The Trust physical presence reflects it's enduring commitment
to it's mission.

Operational within a flat structure, the Trust places its governance responsibilities
squarely on the shoulders of dedicated trustees. These individuals willingly contribute
their time without expecting remuneration or financial benefits, reflecting a core ethos
of service, ensuring that the organization's resources are directed toward its charitable
endeavors.

Aims and Objectives:

Rooted in the teachings of the Qur'an and Prophet Muhammad PBUH, the Trust
articulates its aims and objectives through a constitution that guides its faith and
community-oriented pursuits. Its overarching goal is to advance the Islamic faith and
heighten awareness through education. By conducting prayer meetings, lectures, and
public celebrations of religious festivals, the Trust aims to enlighten the public about
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the Islamic faith.

The Trust envisions its mosque as a welcoming space, open to Muslims and non-
Muslims alike, with a focus on accessibility and inclusivity. The mosque hosts daily
prayers, Friday congregations, and a range of community activities, creating an
environment where individuals can learn about Islam, fostering understanding and
harmony.

Volunteerism and Safety Measures:

Volunteers play a crucial role in the Trust's faith and community work. Over 10
individuals regularly contribute their time, demonstrating a collective commitment to
the organization's mission. To ensure the safety of those involved in projects with
children or vulnerable groups, the Trust diligently conducts DBS checks, reflecting its
dedication to ethical and responsible volunteer engagement. The Trust also have put
in place various comprehensive policies and procedures for the day to day running of
the organisation.

Grant-Making and Disaster Relief:

Participation in disaster appeals is a significant aspect of the Trust's global outreach.
Mosque attendees generously contribute to appeals facilitated by reputable UK
charities, allowing for targeted and effective aid distribution to areas affected by
natural disasters worldwide.

Diverse Activities and Community Impact:
The Trust's activities extend beyond religious services, encompassing educational

programs, community welfare initiatives, and events promoting interfaith dialogue.
These endeavors contribute not only to the spiritual growth of Mosque attendees but
also positively impact the broader community of Barking and Dagenham.

The multifaceted endeavors of Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust encompass a rich
tapestry of activities and achievements, embodying our commitment to fostering
spiritual growth, community well-being, and broader societal impact.

Religious Activities:
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At the core of our services is the provision of a spiritual sanctuary for our community.
The mosque remains a central hub for daily prayers, attracting over 300 individuals
during the week and more than 500 congregants for the enriching Friday prayers.

Eid Prayers and Festivals:

The celebration of Eid is a joyous occasion, and we go beyond conventional
boundaries to ensure its meaningful observance. Conducting Eid prayers twice a year,
we have moved the event to Abbey Green Park due to a significant rise in attendees.
Rain or shine, we adapt to the weather, holding the prayers in the mosque if needed.

Our commitment extends to facilitating communal experiences, including festive
gatherings, food provisions during Ramadan, and celebrations that foster a sense of
unity and joy within our community

Funeral and Mortuary Services:

Acknowledging the solemnity of bereavement, our mosque provides a comprehensive
funeral service in accordance with Islamic traditions. The completion of our Mortuary
facility in 2020 has proven invaluable during challenging times, such as the COVID-19
pandemic. The facility has not only served our community but has extended its service
to NHS England, exemplifying our commitment to community service in times of
need.

Mortuary Facilities:

The trust operates Mortuary facilities that are equipped to accommodate the unique
requirements of Islamic funeral practices. These facilities are maintained to the highest
standards, meeting the needs of the deceased and providing a comforting
environment for grieving families.

Understanding the emotional toll and financial strain that funerals can impose, we
strive to ease the burden on families by offering these services free of charge. This
approach ensures that individuals and families facing loss can focus on grieving and
finding solace without the added worry of financial constraints. Our hope is that these

Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust,
170 Gascoigne Road, Barking, IG11 7LS
T: +44 (0) 208 594 3100 | E: alnoor@alnoorcet.co.uk | w: www.alnoorcet.co.uk




294

Cultural & Educational Trust

“D3Y 2ADIDN 2D

PPN D= <

N

services serve as a source of comfort for grieving families and embody the principles
of charity and solidarity that define our organization's mission.

Civil Marriage Nikkah:
In recognizing the sanctity of marriage, the mosque serves as a venue for Muslim
couples to partake in Merriage (Nikkah) ceremonies.

Madrassah and Hifz Classes:

Education lies at the heart of our mission, and our Madrassah and Hifz classes stand
as testament to this commitment. Offering young individuals the opportunity to learn
and memorize the Qur'an, these classes have become a vital component of religious
education.

Adult Classes:

Catering to the diverse educational needs of our community, we provide adult classes
that go beyond religious instruction. These classes encompass language acquisition,
including English for speakers of other languages, as well as courses in Arabic and
Swahili.

Islamic Awareness and Interfaith Dialogue:

Our commitment to fostering understanding extends beyond the mosque's walls.
Through annual open day events, we invite both Muslim and non-Muslim visitors to
explore our culture and faith. Additionally, we actively engage in interfaith dialogue,
promoting harmony and mutual respect among individuals of different religious
backgrounds.

At Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust, we take pride in our commitment to
promoting Islamic awareness through engaging initiatives that bridge communities
and foster understanding.

Friday Tea and Coffee Gatherings:
The act of sharing tea or coffee symbolizes the warmth and hospitality inherent in
Islamic culture. These gatherings provide a comfortable space for individuals to
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connect on a personal level, fostering a sense of community and breaking down
cultural barriers.

Facilitating Interfaith Connections:

Our initiatives actively encourage interfaith connections, creating opportunities for
individuals from different religious backgrounds to engage in meaningful
conversations, celebrate shared values, and foster mutual respect.

As we look to the future, we envision expanding our Islamic awareness initiatives,
incorporating innovative approaches to reach a wider audience. This includes
collaborating with local schools, community organizations, and businesses to extend
the impact of our programs and create a lasting legacy of intercultural understanding
and harmony. Through these initiatives, Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust remains
dedicated to nurturing an environment where diverse communities come together,
learn from one another, and celebrate the richness of cultural and religious diversity.
We believe that fostering understanding is a cornerstone for building a harmonious
and inclusive society.

Community Activities and Social Impact:

The mosque serves as a community center, hosting activities that enrich the lives of
individuals across various age groups. Home schooling and child care facilities, a
Children & Youth hub, and a vibrant Adult Recreation club Hub underscore our
dedication to providing spaces for learning, recreation, and socialization. Our efforts
include initiatives like "Feed the Poor," where community members come together to
cook and raise nearly £10,000 annually for charitable causes.

Adult Recreation Hub

In response to the evolving needs and interests of our community, Alnoor Cultural &
Educational Trust embarked on an exciting initiative to enhance and expand our Adult
Recreation Hub. Open on daily bases, this facility is designed to cater to the diverse
recreational and social needs of our adult members, providing a welcoming space for
fellowship, entertainment, and personal development.

Current Offerings:
Talks over Tea and Coffee: Engage in intellectually stimulating discussions on a variety

O
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of topics. Foster a sense of community through casual conversations over tea and
coffee. Create a warm and inviting atmosphere for members to socialize.

Enjoy snacks, refreshments, and the company of like-minded individuals.
Board Games and Dominoes: Provide a space for friendly competition and leisure.
Offer a selection of board games and dominoes for recreational enjoyment.

Challenges and Future Development: While our current offerings have been well-
received, we recognize the potential for growth and the need to diversify recreational
opportunities. The existing space, although cherished, looks shabby and limited,
prompting us to explore avenues for expansion and elegance.

Our vision is to create a vibrant Adult Recreation Hub that not only meets the desires
of our community members but also serves as a model for inclusive and engaging
spaces. Design a modern and accessible space that accommodates various activities
and interests. Introduce a wider range of programs, including arts and crafts, wellness
workshops, and fitness classes. Collaborate with local experts to provide educational
sessions on relevant topics. Organize events that extend beyond the Trust's premises,
fostering a sense of community in various settings.

The expansion of our Adult Recreation Hub aligns with our commitment to creating a
dynamic and inclusive community space. We anticipate that this development will not
only enhance the quality of life for our adult members but also reinforce the sense of
community and belonging that defines Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust.

Engagement with Local Police and Enhancing Collaborative Ties:

Addressing societal concerns, we actively collaborate with local law enforcement to
combat issues like knife crime. Our engagement reflects our commitment to fostering
a safe and secure environment for our community and the broader locality.

In a proactive effort to strengthen community relations and foster a cooperative
partnership with local law enforcement, Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust recently
welcomed the distinguished visit of the Police Chief Superintendence Stuart Bell and
Chief Inspector Mo Mahmood of Barking & Dagenham to our Mosque.

O
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During the visit, both parties had the opportunity to exchange perspectives on
community safety, crime prevention, and measures to enhance the security of the
local area. The trustees and members of Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust conveyed
their commitment to maintaining a safe and harmonious environment for everyone
within the community. This collaborative engagement with local law enforcement is
part of our ongoing efforts to build bridges between the Mosque and the wider
community, fostering understanding and cooperation.

Collaboration with the Borough:

Our collaborative efforts extend to working closely with the Borough. By aligning our
initiatives with local developmental plans, we aim to contribute meaningfully to the
broader goals of the community and the municipality.

In essence, the diverse activities and achievements of Alnoor Cultural & Educational
Trust form a dynamic tapestry of service, encompassing the spiritual, educational, and
communal dimensions of our mission. Through these initiatives, we continue to make
a positive impact on the lives of our community members and contribute to the
broader well-being of Barking & Dagenham.

Food Bank:

At the heart of our community outreach, Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust
maintains a Free Food Bank Service aimed at addressing food insecurity and fostering
communal well-being. Rooted in compassion and inclusivity, this initiative serves as a
lifeline for individuals and families facing economic hardships. Open to all, the service
transcends barriers to ensure support for those in financial need. More than a source
of immediate relief, our Free Food Bank Service empowers individuals and families to
navigate temporary challenges, fostering resilience within our community. It stands as
a testament to our commitment to social justice, community care, and the
compassionate principles inherent in our organization. In operating our Free Food
Bank Service, Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust remains unwavering in its pursuit of
community well-being and social justice.

Vision for the Future & Redevelopment Plan:
As Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust gazes into the horizon, our vision for the future
is a tapestry woven with aspirations for transformative growth and positive societal
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influence. Grounded in our commitment to community welfare, education, and
inclusivity, the unfolding chapters of our journey are envisioned with a steadfast focus
on fostering a vibrant and harmonious future.

Addressing Community Growth:

The decision to embark on this redevelopment project is in direct response to the
significant growth in the Abbey and Gascoigne wards. The increasing population,
especially among those of Islamic faith, necessitates the creation of adequate and
modern facilities. To meet the growing demand and enhance the learning
environment, we plan to invest in state-of-the-art facilities. We propose for the
construction of an eight-storey complex comprising a mosque, education center, and
community facilities, along with a 16-storey residential apartment building. This
development is designed to be a vibrant and integrated community hub that will
contribute 100% of its income and benefits back to the local community. The
sustainable income generated from the residential units will be reinvested in
community initiatives, ensuring a lasting positive impact. Our redevelopment plan is
not just about constructing a building; it's about building a brighter, more connected,
and vibrant future for the diverse community we proudly serve.

Purpose Built Mosque:

Central to our future vision is the creation of modern and dynamic worship spaces. We
aim to provide not only functional places for prayer but environments that inspire
spiritual growth, reflection, and unity. By designing spaces that cater to diverse
worship needs and incorporating technology for accessible religious education, we
aspire to enrich the spiritual experience for our community members.

Education and Community Centers:
Our plans include state-of-the-art educational and community centers, this includes

updated classrooms, technology-equipped learning spaces, and dedicated areas for
various activities to ensure a comfortable and stimulating setting, a central hub for
various activities including, educational seminars, workshops meetings, events and
non-religious community gatherings. These centers will serve as hubs for knowledge
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exchange, learning, and cultural enrichment. From Madrassah Nursery classes to adult
education programs, our goal is to create spaces that empower individuals of all ages,
contributing to a well-educated and engaged community.

Youth and Children's Empowerment:

Recognizing the significance of the younger generation, we envision dedicated spaces
for youth and children's empowerment. These areas will not only offer safe and
enjoyable environments for recreational activities but will also provide educational
opportunities that foster personal and intellectual growth. Our commitment is to
equip the next generation with the tools they need to navigate the complexities of the
modern world while staying rooted in Islamic principles.

Cultural and Leisure Facilities:

In our future endeavors, we aim to go beyond functionality to incorporate cultural and
leisure facilities. Indoor play areas, multisport facilities, and communal spaces for
social gatherings will be integrated to enhance the overall quality of life for our
community. These additions are designed to promote a sense of community cohesion,
recreation, and a shared cultural identity.

Health and Wellbeing:

Health Clinics and Wellness Workshops: We aim to collaborate with healthcare
professionals to provide health clinics, wellness workshops and fitness classes for the
community. Offer mental health support services, counselling, and awareness
programs to address the psychological wellbeing of community members. Free Legal
Aid Clinics: Collaborate with legal professionals to offer free legal aid clinics to
community members, addressing legal concerns and providing guidance.

Community Use Accommodation:

Understanding the diverse needs of our community, our future plans include
accommodation facilities for community use. These spaces will provide a flexible and
welcoming environment for a variety of needs.

Collaboration with Regeneration Initiatives:
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Aligned with ongoing regeneration efforts in Abbey and Gascoigne wards, our future
vision includes collaborative initiatives that enhance and complement the evolving
local landscape. By integrating our plans with broader regeneration projects, we aim
to contribute meaningfully to the overall development and prosperity of Barking &
Dagenham.

In embracing these ambitious goals, Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust remains
steadfast in its commitment to community service and societal well-being. Our vision
for the future is a testament to our dedication to fostering positive change, inclusivity,
and empowerment. Through the active engagement of our community members,
partners, and supporters, we aspire to transform our vision into a tangible reality. We
invite our Local Authority and community members to join us in realizing this vision
and collectively shaping a future that embodies the principles of compassion.

Daud Juneja
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